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The two volumes of proceedings contain the keynote and invited lectures and selected papers presented in the Second International Symposium on Flood Defence held in Beijing, China on Sept. 10-13, 2002.  The contents of the papers seem to cover nearly everything on flood management.  The main topics include:

· flood risk and flood disasters

· flood management and flood control strategies
· hydrology and meteorology

· engineering measures mitigating flooding disasters
· history and experience of flood control
· flood forecasting

· flood modeling
· information systems for water management

· urban flood

· reservoir management
· erosion and sedimentation
· landslide and debris flow and 

· environmental impact of floods
In the past decade frequently occurring floods claimed thousands of lives and caused economic loss of billions US dollars. Among them the Mississippi River flood in 1993, the Rhine River flood in 1995, the Yangtze River flood in 1998, the Haihe River flood in 1996, and the storm surges in Bangladesh in 1991 are the most devastating.  Floods are now all over the world and both the frequency and intensity of flooding are increasing.  It is no wonder the proceedings to have more than 220 papers contributed by researchers, practitioners, educators, and public officials working or interested in flood control from about 40 countries and regions.   

The symposium provided a forum for reviewing the state-of-the-art of studies on flooding and engineering and non-engineering strategies for flood control. It focused on a better understanding of flooding and environmental problems, different perspectives evolved, climate change and its impact on extreme hydrological events, and reporting new approaches to the study and flood control strategies.  

The proceedings will be of use to anyone with an interest in flood defence.
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